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,{F;-:n-r."nnmr' nt of the Siegre of Vicksburg—The In
effectual Attempt to Capture the Arkansas--The
Negro Canal Diggers Turned Loose to Shift
for Themnselves— Where the Fleet have Gone

Muurmis, Tess., July 29.

The ram Queen of the West arrived yesterday
from Vicksburgz, with intelligence of important
events in that loedlity. She brings details of the
second unsuccessiul attempt to capture the Ar
kansas, and confirmation of the rumor that the
seige of Vickszburg has been abandoned.

Afer seversl weeks' exertion, with an arma
ment cf over two hundred gums, and a naval
force unequaled in strength on ouc inland waters,
the Federals have failed to destroy a fortification
mounting from thirty to forty guns, and have
heen fuirly bullied and baffled Il}_' ohe little iron

upboat, into runuing away and leaving the job
ﬁ't.ﬁ' rebels are entitled to raise the shout of ex
ultation which at this moment rings from one end
to the other of the Conlederacy.

A rapid resume of the events which brought
about this result will not be uninteresting. No
boats have pepetrated the rebel blockade of the
river except the Queen, and the mails which have
been lost s0 breaks the connection that minor de
tails are at present unattainable. The affuir of
the 15th, when the uew invulnerable made her
appearance and run through our fleet so compla-
cently, 13 well known; also, the more recent at
tempt by Com. Farragut to blow her out of the
waler by the combined broadsides of his feet
when running by the batteries, which resulted in |
little or nothing. From that tume to the present !
the events have pot reached publicity, although
they are of interest.

The failure of the attempt to capture the rebel
boat sat heavily upon the consciences of our na-
val herves, as the sudacity of her first appearance
disturbed their sleepy equanimity. A plan was
accordingiy laid by which it was hoped that she
might be taken, and on the 19th, at about sun
rise, it was put into execution. The new iron
clad gunboat Essex and the ram Queen of the
West were detuiled for the duty, and at a given
signal the Essex led the way upon the field of ac-
tion. The plan was that these two boats should
attack her and cut ber ont and enrryher off bodily,
while the rest of the gunboats, above and below,
eogaged the hatteries. The latter part of the
arrangement luiled, us the boats did not ven- |
ture within range, and the gallant pair were left
to fight it out alowne.

The Fssex made a grand dash around the
bend, and went at her enemy in fine style. She
was discovered immediately, of course, and pre
parations wers made to receive her. The bow of
the Arkansas was swung out 80 as to presenta
front 1o the Essex, and, if’ possible, receive her
on her irom prow. This operated o throw the
assailing boat out of her course, and, in avoiding
the iron prow, she struck a glancing blow, which
did no particular hasm. Her gunners had been
active o the meantime, and several shots had
been fired into the Arkauwsax, one of which, an
eleven-inch solid shot, went through her from
stem to stern. killing five men. After striking,
the Essex recoiled from the collision, and swung
around below the Arkansas, with ber bow close
in shore, and, while in that position, both boats
opened a fierce cannonading. The balls took ef
fect upon the Essex, and cut her up badly, while
the Arkansas, as usual, was invalnerable. She
seemed W be impervious W the strength of pow-
der, aud 1urned the heavy missiles of her enemy
aside, like paper pellets, or crumbled them to at-
oms with a flash of blue light, and threw them
overboard piecemenl. The Essex was, meantime,
in dunger of being sunk, and prudently conclu
ded o leave. She had lost three men killed and
a number wounded, nnd was fighting alone a bat-
tle in which the whole fleet should have been en-
grged. She swung off, and started down stream
under the fire of all the batteries, and ran a
gauntlet which would bhave suuk any ordinary
gunboat in the fleet.

Meantime the Queen of the West was getting
under way  She made her start, and had got a
good beslway on, when she was hailed by Com-
modore Davis.  In order to receive his communi-
cation, ahe was obliged to stop and retarn, when
it was ascertsined that the old gentieman was
merely telling them to go it as strongly as was |
feasible under the circumstances. This little di-
gression sent the Essex into sction alone, and, be
fore the Queen was aguin under headway, she
had fought the battle and passed on. The ram
went down in fine style
fifty pounds of steam on, and was fairly Lound
ing from the water when she struck the Arkan-
sas. She made a circle wo strike her square, and
the concussion was fike an earthquake, The Ar.
kansas carsened, and rose out of the water as it
lifted bodily off her bed. A crash of timber and
iron resounded in the air as the two boats parted,
and the Queen backed her engines and prepared
for a second blow. The Arkansas gave a heary
roll and settled back to her position quietly, an
sgain they came together. There was another
erash and another zurge, and ovee more they

. The Queen turned and ran for the u
fleet, amid a perfect storm of bulls, which rat
tled about her in every diveetion. She was pierc
od in every part, and only escaped sinking by a
oiiracle. Bhe was in a disabled condition, for
the only result of her tremendous blows had been
to batter her prow into a wreck, und unjoint the
iron sheathing with which it was covered. She
got the worst of it by long odds, for the Arkan-
sas seemed 10 lie as quietly as ever, and as invul-
nerable s ever. She was, in reality, uninjured,

It may be well to add that the man who took
her into dils storm of iron, t encounter a foe of
ton times her sirength, aud fight singie banded a
battie in which there should have been a hundred-
fold more foree, was Lieut. Hanter, who is stig-
matized by the commander of the Tyler as a
coward and a poltroon for bis course in the first

. It shows that basty words may do
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| thirty five more on the blufl, while they mounted |

[ |

somet ing over two hundred: bot all that |
| amounted to nothing so long as she was too |
much for them. She could not be shot to pieces, |
or sufficiently banged abont to induce her to show |
{ the white flag, under anv circumstances, and the
only alternative was to run away and leave ber,
like a parcel of corn-fed boys breuking their
| necks to put the fence between themselves and a
small bull eall which happened to be plucky and
| pugnacious. Really, after such a performance,
lit would not have looked surprising to have
caught a committee of three heroes applyving |

..8 1 o0 | 8alt to her stern-post some dark night, that she

might be safely caged the next morning
The upshot was sufficiently ridiculous to crown
the whole undertaking. Througlout, the affnir

| was a specimen ~f imbecility. When the Arkan-

sas came down, ihe fleet lay helpless, like so
many tortles on their backs; not a pound of |
steam to move themselves with, aud each vessel
care{ully anchored so that, if she fired a gun, she
was sure o rake her next neighber or sink a
transport. The small prodigy floated leisurely

| along, delivering her fire right and left nmong

the astonished fogies, who were too much dumb
foundered st her audacity ta do much besides |
open their mouths and look}dnd fimully rested
under the protection of the friendly batteries.
The Benton waked up then, and made a valorous |
rash at nothing, sod got punctured for her pains. |
She might as well have rushed at the moon. She |
poked her nose around the eorner, when there |
was nothing in the world o shoot at, and received |
the [ull fire of the batteries, and was glad enough |
to get back again, hike a valorous gander charg-
ing to protect his geese, after the danger is all
past, and perchance running his nose into a hor
vet's nest. Then the Heet must run the block- |
ade and sink her. They ran the blockade, but |
did not sivk her. Some say it was dark, and |

| they could not find her, and others say that when

they found her, and picked her up, she was, lika
the Irishman's potato, wo hot w hold. At all
events, they leit her there, although the supposi
tion that they might have brought her away is by
no means incredible. There were nive of them,
all powerful steamers, aund. it they had grappled

| with her and dragged her off by main force, no

body would have objected. Bat they did not do
that. Aod then they must knock her tw pieces
with rams. So the two brave boats ubove men-
tioned went at her, and the r1est looked on. It
was like u boy fight at the back of the school-
bouse, where two do all the har-palling and fin- |
ger-clawing, while .he rest sit and enjoy it. OfF |
course the enemy cousidered it a joke, destitute |
of any serious inteutivns, and relused to nccom
modate tbem with a surrender. Perhaps, il they |
had all pitched in, as if they meant something, |
and backed up the supposition with their two
hundred and odd guns, a different result would
have been gained; but they never thought of that, |
Even the venerable fossil who presides at the
head of the Navy Department would have got
thut through bis bair sooner than they. If be
showed more imbecility, he ought to be made a |
fizure-head for some bold rebel craflt like the Ar- |
knnsas, gt be compelled to live a thousand
years 10’ be shot at

Having determined to evacuate, the small col
ouy of u thousand negroes which bad been em-
pioyed on the canal, by whose united effurta the
work of genius had effected a level five feet above
the water-line, with an increasing ratio going on |
ag the river fell, were digposed ol by turning them |
loose into the woods A portion were earried |
down the river and deposited en the shore in the |
neighborhood ot their homez, and the whole
pack was thus got rid of. This wus a bitter pill |
for the blacks, who were sure that Kingdom |
Come had arrived when the Federals got there. |
They made a rush for.the boats, and would have
taken them by force had they dared. They were
beaten off and told to shift for themselves, and
they had no alternative except to take to the
woods to starve, until they 'choose to go home to
their masters. They went with the Federals so
willingly, ir many cases coming out of the woods |
where their muasters had hiddea them, and in |
many more insulting them muest gratuitously in |
the process, that they at prescut stand in bodily |
fear of being killed the moment they are cauglst; |
so they live between the danger of starvation und |
murder. '

The canal remains a monument of inefficiency, |
It is full five feet asbove the water, and as that |
fiuid does not surmount such slight obstacies un- |
aided, there iz no chance of it2 being baptized.
Until the Mississippi can be coaxed o run over
the top ol a moderate sized hill, it will never
change its bed in that locality. The contrabands
did their best to dig ns fast ss the river went down, |
but failed ignominonsly. Half an inch a day was |
too much lor them.

On the 24th, Farmagut's fleet went down the
river, and i3 now nt New Orleans. He took on |
board Gen. Williams and his four thousand men
and left them at Baton Rouge. On the same |
day Davis's flotilla left the position and came
up to the month of the Yazoo river, where it now
remains, waiting for more invulnerables to come
dow.

The Essex and the Sumter, victims of the grand
policy which has divecteal movements, ure below
Vieksbuiz, und can not get up. Farmgut left
tiree of his gunbouis to protect them with a |
strong probability that the Arkensas will come |
out some fine morning and gobble them all up
befure break last

iu the meantime the rebels were bLusy up the
river. Batteries bhad been planted at various
points, and the bosts were being fired iuto con
tingaily. The Sallie Wood, a transport, which |
left the fleet on Sunday, the 21st,with dispatches,
mail and passengers, was fired into at lsland 82,
immediately above Greenville, and disabled.
Shots passed through her steampipe and ma- |
chinery, and she was grounded on the [sland.
The passengers and crew, sowe thirty in number,
rot ashore aud roamed about the Island until the
most of them were captured. From Lieut. J. H.
Wing, the only one who escaped, | learn some
particulars, Lieat. James C. Biddle, of Phila-
delphia, was sick, and there were others who were
almost helpless. Oune party went up to the head
of the Isiand and were taken the next forenoon.
Those who were with Lieut. Wing 'ook to the |
woods, and concealed themselves uatil the next |
day, when they discovered the Victoria going
down. They could not make themselves heard,
and she passed on. They returnal to the woeds.
Lieut Biddle was left behind at 115 own request,
being unable to proceed further. und was eaptur- |
ed. Lieat. Wing left the party to explore, and |
saw them no more, but met a negro the next day
who told him that they had got starved vut and
given themselves up. He continwed his efforts to
escape, and the next night waded to n tow-head,
or small island near, where he remained till taken |
off by the Carondelet, which passed. He was |
out in all four days, almost wilhout food, and
underwent the greatest privations, but his perse
verauce saved him. All the rest of them were
taken prisoners except the Pilot, who escaped in |
a small boat. Lieut. Tubbs, of Jefferson county, |
Wisconsin, is among the captured; also a Mr. |
Fowler, of Chicago, an army contractr.  The
rebels burned the boat. The mails bad been |
thrown overboand before she surrendered, and
therewith went much vulusble newspaper corres-
pondence to the bottam of the Missizsidpi

The Queen of the West was atiacked at the
| same place on her way up, but she was well pro
tected and managed to come through. She got
a Inrge number of cannJn balls through ber, one
of which made two pieces of the carpenter, who |
was instantly killed. There were many narrow
| eseapes. The passepgers occupied themselvesin
peppering their nssailants with some old muskets

which were on board, which probably did more
| executiou behind than before. The rebels have

| planted batteries in three ur four different places,

! far s ordinary steambouts are concerned.
| SmiLon.
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! From the Indisnapolis Journal.

| Astounding Developments before the
United States Grand Jury.

A BECRET SOCIETY OF TRAITORS IN INDIANA,

In the District Court of the United States, for the
District of Indiana, May Term, 1862

The Grand Jurors of the Unpited States of

America, within and for the Distriet of Indiana,

empanneled, sworn and charged in said distriet
at gaid May term thereof, having about com-

eted their labors (and being now ready to ad-
ourn) feel it their imperative duty to sunounce
h.wfu‘l.‘-nnn:fm this Iionouh;t court
the lm.l tures of some Iﬁlﬂull‘ evelop-
ments made in tions. These

he made known, that prompt and efficient meas 1
ures may be taken by the civil and military au- |
thorities to meet and ward off the effect of the|
wicked and treasonable designs ol those con- |
nected with such developments.

A recent act of Congress made it the duty of |
the Grand Jury to inguire into any combinations
or conspiracies formed by individuals within the
jurisdiction o! the court to prevent the execution
of any law of the United States. Having heard !
that organizations with this object in view exist
ed in certain localities, witnesses were sent for,
and brought before the Grand Jury. These wit |
nesses came from many counties, and lived in |
various parts of the State. After a careful and |
diligent examination of the testimony from wit- |
nes=es well acquainted wicth the facts deposed, |
and heving a personal knowledge of the matters, |
said Grand Jury are constrained to say that a se
cret and vath-bound organization exists, number-
ing some fifteen thousand in Indiana, as esti-
mated by the members of their order, commonly
known as Knights of the Golden Cirele, and even
in the same loculities by different names. Their
lodges, or **Castles” as they denominate them, |
are located in various parts of the State, yet they
bave common signs, grips, and words whereby |
the members are able 1o distinguish each other, |
and passwords to enable the member to enter the
eastle in which he was initinted, or any other
which such member may choose to visit. They
have signals by which they can commau- |
nicate with each other in the day, or the
night time, and above all they have a signal
or sign which may be recognized at a
great distance from the person giving it. This |
last signal, we regret to say, was invented for the
use of such members as should, by means of the
draft or otherwise, be compelled to serve in the
ranks of the army. In such case members of the
order serving in opposing armies receiving the
s zn are reminded of their obligation nof fto imjure
the member giving it. Thissignal is given inevery
instance upon the initistion of a vew member, |
and its observance is strictly enjoined upon every
individual beionging to the order. By the teach-
ings of the organization it is the auty of its mem
bers engaged in the present war, although ar
rayed on opposite sides, upon the signal being
given, if’ they shoot at ull, “is shoot ever cach
other.” Many members of the order examined
belore us admil the binding force of the ebligation,
aud pretend fe juslify i ag correct ia princi-
ple.

Said Grand Jury would respectfuliy subimit
that the effect of such obligation is to set aside
the cath taken by every soldier when he enters
the service of the United States. The obligation
imposed by the vrganization alluded to is incon-
sistent with the duties of a soldier who in battle
dare not spare the person of his enemy. We
must either disarm ordestroy him, aud especially
s0 longjas the rebe! may besecking to takethe lile
of the loyal soldier, To do otherwise, would be
grossly treacherous, and justly subject the guilty |
party to a traitor' s doom

From the evidence introduced belore said
Grand Jury, it would «eem that the order called
the Knights of the Golden Circle had their origia |
in some ol the Southern. States, and wasg intro
duced into this State from Kentueky. [t prima-
ry object, when it originated, was to organize the
friends of the institation of Africanslavery in the
United States, for the purpose of aequiring more
territory i Mexico and the Central American
States, and also the acquisition of Cuba, thereby
to extend and foster a great slave empire, even
though it should dye those couniries in human
blood. Henece the various raids made upon those
countries which have called forth from time to
time the proclamations of our former Fresidents,
denouncing guch sttempts and threatening the ex
ercise of the power of the Government to put them
down. Wicked as these hellish schemes were,said
Jrmnd Jury would not have troubied this Honor.
able Court with this presentment lad the machi
vations of the Knights of the Golden Circle been
confined solely to their original designs. Find-
ing how useful such an organization was for the
purpo=es ongmally intended, said Grand Ju-
ry bLelieve that it not only extends at present
through every part of the South, and every
department of the rebel army, but during the
Inst winter and spring was introduced into the
State of Indiana and other Northern States.
Since that time it has made alarming progress in
our midst, with entirely new features attached to
it in view of the unnatursl conflick now desola-
ting our country. Not ounly are the loyal soldiers
tu the army to be treachkerously betrayed in the
bioody hour of battle, by the signals before re
ferved to, but said Grand Jury have abundant ev
idence of the membership binding themselves to
resiat the payment of the Federal tax and prevent
enlistments in the urmies of the United States

It i3 n fact worthy of note, and conclusively
shown, that in loealities where this organization
extensively prevails, there has been a failure to
furnish a fair proportion of volunteers. Said
Grand Jury, alter a thorough examination on that
point, have been unable to find any instonce |
where a member of said organization had volun
teered o fight for the Union under the late requi-
sition for volunteers. Said Grand Jury were in-
formed that an individunl of the Order had pro-
posed to make up a company to be ealled “Jay-
bawkers,” composed exclusively of **Kniglits of |
the Golden Circle.” But said Grand Jury be- |
lieve that at no time was the proposition seriously |
entertained, but in fact only intended as a cover |
to hide their treasonsble purposes when they |
found they were sbout to be discovered. i

The meetings of the Order referred to are |
holden in by places, sometimes in the woods, and |
at other times in deserted houses. Its members
frequently attend with arms in their hands,and in
almost every instance, armed sentinels are poated
to keep off intruders. Youths not more than six-
teen years of age are in many cases introduced
and initisted into its mysteries. The credulous
and unwary are often allured into the fold of the |
Order, upon the pretext that it was instituted for
no other purpose than the better organization of
their party, [ts real character and teaching@hre
sedulously concealed until the onth of secresy has
been in due form administered. Having taken |
the first degree, the initinte is fumiliarized with |
the obligations and opinions of his associates,and
i= gradually prepared for the second degree
When he is further taught and found apt to learn,
and ready to adopt its principles and teachings, |
he is obligated in the highest degree, and is tarn- |
ed out upon the country a thorough traitor, with
the wicked purposes niready specified. Said |
Grand Jury are happy to know that in many
cases individuals, after their first introduction into
the Onder, seeing its evil tendenties, have aban-
dowed it, although unwilling, on account of their |
obligations of secresy, and for fear of personal |
violence, are reluctant to fully expose its treacher- |
ous principles.

Sincesaid Grand Jury began said investigation
it has been discovered that the order exists among
the prisoners of war now in Camp Morton, who
refuse to teslify, upon the ground thet it may im
plicute the members of their order in Indianu, and |
thereby injure the cause of the Southern Coufed
rrarg.

For the purpose of evading any legal liability,
in ease of judicial investigation, it appears that

their signs wre to be used to enable them to get | Constitution for the purpose of “‘overwhelming or |

SPEECEH OF

mocracy and Conservative Citizens
of Indiana, held at Indianapelis,
July 30th, 1962,

Loud calls being made for Mr. Carpive, the

| President of the meeting, Hon. T. A. Hexpricks, |

3|

said:

Ferrow-cimazess: Last April, one year ago,
‘he present civil war commenced at Fort Sumter,
in South Carolina. State after State hind been
going out of the Upion, and the grave guestion
was presented to the great old Commonweaith of
Virginia, “Shail Virginia go out?”
was most bitter. Eastern Virginia at length de- |
cided to go. Western Virginia decided to remain |
in the Union, under the leadership of a gailant
voung statesman of that portion of the State.
That gallant statesman I now bave the honor to
introduce to you in the person of the Hon. John |
8. Carlile, Senator from Western Virgima.

After the prolonged cheering, which greeted
his appearance, had subsided, Mr. Canurvy said:

People of Indiana, my Countrymen and my joir
Countrywomen : Clouds and darkuness are round
about us. For more than a twelvemonth we
have been engaged in a fearful, terrible, fratrici-

The contest |

|
Hon. JOHN S, CABL!LE,"

| At the Great Mass Meetang of the De«

dal war., Let us panse and ponder on this.
What are the objects of that war? Congress,
in July, 1861, solemnl v declared them to be ““to
defend and maintain tu supremacy of the Con- |
atitution and to preser vé the Union with all the |
dignity, equality and rights of the several|
States unimpaired.”" No other war could or |
would be justified by the civilization and
Christianity of the age. If the people of the |
United States suffer this war to be diverted from
these objecta we shall bring down upon our-
seives the execrations of mankind and the just |
vengennce of a righteous God., ,
How is this war to be waged? Congress,
gpeaking for the nation, in the same declaratory
resolution, has said *‘that this war is not waged
on our part in any spirit of oppression, or for auy
purpo-ze of « ONQUEST Of S3UBRJUGATION, OF [lllr{'-ua‘ |
of overthrowing or interfering with the rights or
established institutions of'the seceded States.” This

| formal declaration of the purposes and objects ol

the war, made the very day alter our reverse at |
the battle of Bull Run, was but a reiteration by
the American people, through their representa- |
tives having authority to speak for them, of the
indtructions given by the President of the United
States through the head of the State Depart
ment (Mr. Seward) to the representatives of our |
(Government abroad, and we stand to-day com-
mitted before the world that forno other purpose '
thun the objects stated in the resolution referred
to, shall this war be waged; yet the controlling
majority of the same Congress at its last seszion
wis clumorous for a change of policy in the con
duct of the war, and have evan assailed the Pres-
ident because he did not repudiate not only their

own declarations and his instructions, to which 1

have referred, but also his vwn deliberate nn-
nouncement in his innugural address, that he had |
“no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere
with the institution of slavery in the States where |
it exists"—-thut he believed he had *‘no lawiul |
right to do so0,” and that he had “no incliuation
tondo 80.” The dominant party in Congress
would repudiate not only their own solemn
pledges, but in their mad zeal would have the
Chiel’ Executive of this once proud aund honored

| nation, respected at home smd abroad, violate his i

own solemn pledge, voluntarily given iu the ad- |
dres=s to which | bave referred. Nor is this all. |
They would have him disregard his nath of of-
fice; for in the extract | have read he says be has
no constitutional, or, to use his own languuge,
“no lawful right to interfere with the institution |
of slavery in the States where it exists;” and |
they would bave him, who has taken a solemn
oath to see that the laws are faithfully executed |
and to preserve, protect and defend the Constitu
tion of his countey, violate that Constitution and |
that onth, and would compel him to do that
which he has said be had ne lawlul right to do.
Who that has observed the diseussions in Con-
gress for the Jast eight mouths that does not |
kRnow that three fourths of it time was consum- |
ed in discussions aud propositions for & change of |

| policy in the conduct of the war, looking to the

coercion br legislative action of the President, |
who, by the Constitution, is made the Command
er-in-Chiel of our armies, and thereby charged
with the eonduet of the war, into the adoption of |
the policy so0 clamorously contended for by the |
ultra element that controlled the Congress ut the |
session just closed. They even raized a**Com
mittee on the Conduct of the War,"” with “ Brave
Ben Wade” at its head, and the Senator from |
Michigan, who in February, 1561, thought *‘the
Union would not be worth @ curse without a little |
blood-letting,” by his side. Thus, people of In- |
diana, has the issue been made by this dominans |
party in Congress, and by them forced upon you,
Shall this war be waged for the purposes declared |

| in the resolution of Congress of July, 1861, or

shall it be waged for the extermination of the |
white mce in the seceded States nnd the liber- |
tion of the negro in the slaveholding States? |
This issue they have made, The President, in
hiz Border State Address, tells us it threatens di- |
vision among those who, united, are none too
strong, and that the pressure is upon him and is |
increasing.  Will not the patriotic heart of the |
Great West aid the Presideut in resisting this
pressure? Pligh‘ed faith, I have shown you, re-
quires it. Humanity demands it, and if division
of sentiment among “‘those who united are none

too strong" shall follow ,upon those who forced the .

issne and continue the *‘pressure” the responsi-
bility rests. But, fellow citizens, “thrice is Ine‘
armed who hath his quarrel just,” and it is ouly |
when faith is broken, honor thrown to the dogs, |
and pledges violated, that 1 tremble for my
country.

If we would not be parties criminal with these
men, who would trample the Constitution as well
as their own solemn declarations in the dust, we |
must use all constitutional means afforded us to |

| prevent them from turniag this war for the Con- |

stitution und the Union into a war for the negro
over the prostrate bodies of both the Constitution |
and the Union. '
I have said, and repeat again, for no other pur-
pose than the objects stated in the resolution of

July, 1861, can we, justifiably, wage this war. |

Against whom is this war waged? Against re-

bellious citizens who have combined together to |
destroy the Constitution and severthe Union un- |
der it. It is only in the name of the Constitution |

and for the preservation of the Government crea
ted by it that we can, as a Christian people, carry
on this war, The moment we attempt to divert
it from these objects we disregard our constitu-
tivnal obligations, declare they are no longer

| binding upon wus, and by thus acting we pluce

ourselves side by side with the rebel in arms, and
become with him equally guilty. The rebel in
arms who violates the Constitution for the pur
pose of severing the Union is a traitor. He who
would through our army or otherwise violate the

members of their order on the jury, in case of | interfering with the established institutions™ of the
criminal charges being preferred agninst them, | States, or any one of them, is likewise a traitor.
and by changes of venue, and appeals from a | Fellow- eitizens, as an individual I have probably

Judge who does not belong to the order, to cre
ate judicial delays, until they can find a Judge
or juror belonging to this order, and thus escape
all legal liability .

Said Graud Jury have no doubt thal the order |

| stitution and the

n deeper interest in the maintenance of the Con
preservation of the Union than
auy one under the sound of my voice. 1 left the

Capital of my State after recording my vote in |

the convention against the ordinance of secession,

of the “Knights of the Golden Circle™ exists in | fully impressed with the coaviction that it was

many localities in Indiana where their vigilance | not
has not been able to peoetrate. They bave la- ' d

ood for me to be there, 1 stand w-day in-
upon a charge of treason against the State

bored under many dificulties in their researches, | of Virginia, and a price is set upon my head. If

and have drawn evidence in most of the cases

this Union is perp.itted to be destroyed sud a

Jrom wnwilling witnesses. Judicial oaths have | Southern Confederncy established, I could not
hut little binding force where individuals once | live in it—there would be no place of safety for
conseut to abandon (be alleginnce they owe their | me in my native State. From its soil 1 would

couutry. The general facts, however, so far as
they have come to the knowledge of the said
Grand Jury, bave been submived to this honor-
able Court. They 1eel it their duir to
do so. The safety of the country i this
hour of peril and eivil #wrife demands it ax their
handse. The power of such an organization to
do harm, acting as ope man, with one purpose in
view, with their influence, may be appreviatad by
the honvrable Court. [t is the where trea-
son is concocted—the nest w traitors are
hatehed.

The Grand Jury, therefore, respectiully ask
this Court that this their presentment may be
spread the records.

1tian P. Fisusacx, Foreman.

James Blake,
Daniel
Ben. G. y
Daniel L

bt. Parrett,

have to go an outcast and a wanderer, Were |
gov by feelings of resentment or revenge,
was my nature vindictive, 1 bave more to tempt
me in that direction than any ove of my knowl
edge, certainly more than any citizen of & non-
slaveholding State. But T cherish no resent-
ments, | have no revengeful feelings in connee-
tion with this struggle. My Government, the
Government formed by Washington and his com-
triota and bequeathed to us is imperilled, and
am here to-day standing upon what was once
Vieginia soil, but which she animously guve
up to the Union, to conasel with you, my breth-
ren, how we shall best discharge our duty to that
Union, and to inquire il we can best serve our
t country, by violating the nation’s faith, by
o mrqudlul ¥ the ’ﬂghh ‘;;:
arm ves, 0
s"m ot Dt o g,
best our duty to
the good and great men who formed it, by a

maiutenance and strict observance of our plight-
ed faith, and all our constitutional

m-d_

a rigid adherence to our declarations made fan officers at  Beanfort, South Caroliua, the follow-

the nation in July, 1861, *“that in this national
emergeney, banishing all feelings of mera pas |
sion or resentment, we would recollect oniy our |
duty to the whole country, and wage this war in

no spirit of oppression or for any purpose of
conyuest or subjugetion.” Never digl feel the |
slightest alarm for the ultimate trivmph of my |
country until during the last sesslon of Con- |
gress, when 1 saw a controlling, working major-

ity enrrving out the policy of such men as Ven- |
dell Phillips—then, and not till theu, I felt

was danger. I never doubted the power of the |
loyal people of these States to suppress this re-;
bellion, and to protect the honest masses South

from the machinations of 1heir wicked oppressors |
who inaugurated this wicked rebellion. ButI do !
fear the spirit that controls the dominant party in

Congress. | fear all the enemies of the Union do

not reside in the South. There are enewmies to |
the Upion North as well as South, and were it not |
that this Congress is composed of partisans elect- |
ed in a time of pesce, but of high party and seu- |
tional excitement before this war broke out, | |
should have but little hope for my country. The |
suffrages of the people were obtained by denyin |
that which Heary Clay and Danier Webster, anﬁ

other men of like fidelity and renown, had told

the people and warned them against from their

places in the Senate, House, and on the hustings

for twenty long years. Again and again had the

people been warned of the consequences that

would inevitably follow the agitations of Gid-|
dings, Sunmer, ¢ id omne genus. To-day one |
representa you abroad, and the other is the leader ‘
of s party in the Senate. The latter intro-

duces his proposition one day to reduce S:.:ues[
to Territories, His party associates denounce |
it. A few days thereafter his party friend from !
New York introduces it under the guise of a bill |
to establish provisional governments for the se-
ceded Stutes. Look at the journals of the last
session and you will see that almost every sue

cesslul proposition of an anti slavery charncter
was foreshadowed by the Senntor from Massa-
chusetts, although it may be, when first intro-
duced by uwim, it received but little favor, I have
sometimes thought this was the result of an ua

derstanding. Cersin it is that such men as he
compose the mojority of Congre:s and he leads
thom or they adopt his opinions and incorporate
them into the legishition of Cungress. Well |
may Millard Filimore say that Congress has un-

done all that our armies have done. These men

went, us 1 have remarked, in time of peace, but

ol high party and sectional excitement, before the |
people, told them there would be no war, no dis-

solution; that the Soulh could not be kicked out

of the Union, could not live out of it; that the |
Southern country was not ‘sufliciently fertile and

fruitlul to bread and provision its inbabitams or

to support an army. In an evil hour the people |
listened to their teachings, disregarded the coun-
sels ol the patriotic dead who were contempora
veous with the founders of our Government— |
besrkened to thedeceitiul sayings of ambitious
wen and confided to them power and pluce, Now
that war has come and our country is fast he
coming one vast military camp, these same men
would use the power thus obtained to change the
purposes of the war. I shudder when I reflect
upon the madness of the funaticism that seems Lo
bave seized upon & portion of our people. There |
are thuse who would make the earth one great

repesitory of dend men. Already has the 77ri- |
hune announced that the country south of the

Potomae must ve repeopled.  See its issue of the |
22 ivst. Do the peopie of Indiaua sympathize |
with those who would exterminate the white
race South amd repeople it in order that there
shull be no Union with slaveholders? Isit lor
this that lodiana bas sent 60,000 of her galiant
sons into the field? The man is mistaken who
believes that the peopie of the Southern States
can be exterminaied and the country conquered
and held. To hold and occapy 700,000 square |
miles of territory, inhabited by a hostile people, |
is what never has been done. To exterminate

such a people never has and, in my opinion,

never will be done. The prosecution of this|
war upou any such an idea, or for any such

purpose, will resalt as Mr. Clay predicted the

agitation of the question of slavery in the free

States wounld result:“First destroy all hbarmony and

finally lead to disunion, poverty and perpetual war,

the extermination of the African race, ultimate |
military despotizm.”

Ia 1845 Me. Clay wrote the following letter to
Rev. Mr. Calten, his biographer, to which I call
vour special altention:

“AsuLaxy, Seplember 2, 1845,

“My A Sie Allow me fo select a suliject for one of
your tracts, which, treated in your popular and con-
densed way, 1 think would be attended with great and |
goml effect—]1 mean Abolition.

It i= manilest that the uliras of that party are ex-
tremely mischievous, and are hurrying on the country to
fearful consequences. They are not to be conciligted Ly
the Whigs, Engrossed with a single idea, they care for
nothing else.

“And yeol they would see the administration of the
Government precipitate the nation into absolute main be- |
fore they would lend a helping band to arrest its career.
They treat worst, dencunce most, those who treat them
best, who so far agree with them as to admit slavery to |
be an evil. Witness their conduct towards Mr. Briggs |
and Mr Adams in Massachusetts, and towanis me. !

“*I will give you an outline of the manver in which 1
would handle it. Bhow the origin of slavery. Trace jts |
introduction to the British Government. Show how it is |
disposed of by the Federal Constitution; that it is left |
exclusively to the States, except in regard to fugitives,
direct taves and !’fpﬁ‘.‘(‘mﬁliuu.
of the question in the tree States will first destroy al! |
harmony, and finally lead to disunion, poverty and per- |
petual war, the extermination of ithe African race—ulti- |
mate military despotisim. !

“But the great afm and object of your tract should be |
to arouse the laboring clastes of the free States against
Abolitiun!  Deplct the consequences to them of immedi-
ate Abolition. The slaves, being free, would be dispersed
throughout the Uniot: they would enter into competition
with the free laborer—with the American, the Irish, the
Germat——reduce his wages, be confounded with him, af- |
fect his moral and social standing, and reduce the white
laboring man to the despised and degraded condition of

1

the black man.

Fellow citizens, wns ever prophecy more truly |
fulfifled, so far as it has proceeded, than those |
words of the departed Clay, uttered nineteen |
vears ngo? Congress at itz Iast session should !

ave occupied itself’ in such legislation as was |
required to enable the rebellion to besuppressed |
and the Union restored, but 1 venture to assert
that the authorized report of its proceedings will |
show that three-fourths of its time was con- |
sumed in discussions about the negro and in |
the consideration of propositions to deprive the |
owner of the services of his slave. These bills, |
many of them, were ealled bills to tree the |
slaves of rebels, and Senators spoke of libera- |
ting the slaves in face of the fact that every
man knows, the practical effect of depriving the |
negro of his master, who is also his guardian
and protector, is not to ‘make the negro free
but to make him, instead of the slave of one
man well cared for, the slave of every man in
the community, not one of whom has the slight-
est interest in hiz comfort or in his moral or |
intellectual culture. The descendants of the
men of the revolution will never admit the ne-

ro to a social and political freedom and equal |
ity with themselves. What is freedom? Is it
a tangible substince? Does it bring with it
practical results, or is it an idea, that which
brings with it neithar bepefits nor pri\rile;:eﬂ‘?1
What are the socisl and politieal privileges of
free negroes in the =0 called free States? This
Utopiun idea of freedom for the negro has
gwept over large portions of our country, seized |
hold of our people as a contagious disense, dis
ordered the mind: of its victims untik in their
madness they look on approvingly of the ac-
tion of Con , and algo upplautf the act that
bas filled Green's row of three story brick build-
ings in Washingtou, under the shadow of your
Capitol, with fugjtive slaves, who of their own
motion or by the aid and comfort afforded by
others, have left their masters who su

them and their homes that sheltered them and
are now su and sheltered at the expense
of the e's treasury.

What will bethe result if such fanatieal covn- |
sels prevail? Already has this Gongress enacted
a law making negroes competent witnesses in all
judicial proceedings— criminal nud civil—in the
Jl)ilt.riol. of Columbin, so that if you visit the
capital of your country your life, your li or
vour property may be taken from yuu upon ne-

this elevate the pegro or

de the white man, aod is

not cgnduct like this but earrying out that which

illipses, Garrisons and the Giddinges have
md-rzf for years—the doctrine of

| ernmental power.

, session and while good men

| ter of courtesy to our erring brethren, that you will send

Show that the agitation b

| manly, independent and constitutional defense of |

| ing letter nddressed to J. J. Elwell, Assistant

Quartermaster (eneral. U. 8. A, now on duty |
at that place. In referring in this letier to the

Carolina negroes, Mr dings says: [
1 would eall your Altmlﬁz‘ fact that the Govern-
ment which has so long upmi them bas abandoned
them altogether. Congress agree upon ho leglslative
action in their favor, and they are now placed precisely
In the same condition in which the people of California
found themselves A, D. 1848, “They are without any
Government.”” Nothing is or can be clearer to my mind
than thet it §s the daty of these at once to form a
Government for thewselves, , they have ever had
the right to abolish or alter ithe Govermment of South
Carolina according te the Declaration of Independence;
but, that Government having abolished itsell and left the
loyal people without a Govermment. there can be no
donbt s Lo the right or duty of these loyal people Lo re-
organize the governmental powers of thet State in such
form as tothem shall » r the most Ukely to secure |
their interests or happiness. Bo not, however, under- |
stand me as adopting the dectrine of the Democratic |
party by declaring that they may form their own domes- |
tic instivations [u their own way, by enslaving other per- |
SODS, Thez may consult their own interest and happi- |
ness, but they must not invade the rights of others. They
must not enslave their former masters, but they may
govern themselves. |
Now, sir, 1 suggest thal the test seryice which yon |
and other philanthropists, e officery and teachers
can do your couutTyy or i is a1 g to raily these |
peuple o the formation of a State Government: or, Ir]
you Elem to re-organize the old State, Gevernment of
South Carolina. Let aday be agreed upon at once, let
these people elect good and loyal men Lo their Legisla- |
ture. When clected, lét them convene amd authorize a |
convention 1o amend the Constitution, Let & free Con-
stitution be adopted, and in ninety days, or before Con-
gress will again convene, 1«1 usx have a free and loyal |
State Government in Tell operation, Just as we hal in |
California. This will inspire the emancipated people to
eubey their own laws, to sducate their children, o scquire
knowledge; and becore useful. It will atlence that con-
stant inguicy of the conservatives, ‘what will you do with
them when free?™ These people must remsin where they
are lo supply us with cotton. Every European pation |
now demands that they shall exercive their rights as men,
shall cultivate the soil and supply the people of other
countres with its preducts, thus contribuiing to the

| wealth, the comfort, and the elevation of the bhuman

family, while all Christian nations will protest against
the removal of thete from their homes, from the land of
their birth, their childhoo? and youth—from the place
where they will be most usefcl to themselves and to
mankind, -

Thus, side by side with my friends, the repre-
sentatives of the people and the State of Indiana
in the Congress of the nation, would sit the loy- |
tl blacks of South Carolina regulating vour con-
dact by law, Lot taking enre to :-h:l[‘-e-t!-m'rr legis-
lation as not to allow you to form your*“osn do- |
mestic institutions in yourown way.”

People of Indiuna, the power is with you and
your brethern of the loyal States to see that this
war is waged for the purposes declured in the Ju
¥ resolution. Will vou at the ballot bux make
good the declarations ¢f that resolution? [Cries
of “we will,"” “we WN[
~ Men who pluce the success of party above the
integrity and peace ol the country cught not wbe
entrusted by the peonle with any portion ol gov.
Before the war began, when
patriots everywhere were striving to avert it, when
good men were exerting ull their energies ol mind
and body to prevent it, u lewter which 1 will pres
ently read _u".m was writtéen by a gentleman now

| and then representing a sovereign State in the

Senate gnd at this time a member of the Com-
mittee on the Conduct of the War

You will remember that at the instance of my
State before shie entered upon the wickedness and
madness of secession, while she still remembered
the 1,500,000 Northern men, good and true, who
voted sgainst the Republican party at the last
Presidential election, a convention or conference
waz assembled at Washington and ealled the |
Peace Congress. While this Congress was in |
were exerting
themselves o save us from the calamities now |
upon us, and when it was hoped their efforts
might save the country from the wustiug horrors

| of a civil war, then and there, at that hour, in |

that city of Washington, the following letter was
written to a Governor of one of the States of this
Union, written, as it states, at the request of a
State upon whose soil was hatched this treasona.
ble doctrine of secession, whose now Governor in
conformity to this doctrice of secessisn and as the |
necessary result of it, proclaimel in 1860 that |
“laws weré not made to be foreed againust a com- |
munity but, only against exceptional, individuaal, |
transgressors.” At the instance of a State which
twenty years and more sgo convulsed the entire |
land, becauSé, as she asserted, the right of peti- |
tion was violated by the manner a petition of her
citizens praying for adissolution of the Union was |
received. But to the letter. | read it:

Wasmiyarox, February 11, 1561.
My prar Goverxow—Gev, Bingham and myseif tele-

| graphed you on Saturday, st the reqiest of Massachusetts |

and New York, to send delegatos to the Peace or Compo- |

| mise Congress. They admit that we were right, and they

wrong; that no Hepublican State should bave sent dele-
gates, hut they are here and can’t get away. Ohio, Indi- |
ana, Rhode Island are caving in, and thers is some doubt
of Lllinoks; and wow thigy beg us, for God's sake, to cbme
to their rescae, and save the Republican party from mp-
ture.

I hope vou will send stiff-backed men or none. The |
whole thing was gotten up against my judgment and ad-
vice, and wiil end in thin smoke. Still | hope, as a mat-

the delegates. Truly, vour friend,

7. CHAXDLER.
His Excellency, Avsmiy Buauw |
P.8. Some of the manufsacturing States think thal a |
fizht would be awful, Without a Jittle hlood-letting this |
Union would not be worth s curse. !

As I read this letter, it says, that unless the
Republican purty is saved from rupture tie Cnion
is not worth a curse, aud to save the Republican
party there must be a little blood-letting. A |
whole people must be involved in a civil war,and
blood-letting must follow, Lo save a purty.

Itis not the Constitution and the preservation
of the Union under it that is to be saved from |
ruptore. ;

Fellow citizens, the day was when I wus a party
man—but never did I place the interests of my
party above the peace and quiet of my ecountry.
| merely recognized purty as a means by which |
the interests of my country were to be promoted.
I know, and have known since the commence
ment of this struggle, no party but the party of |
the Union, and no cause but the cause of my |
country. This Republican party in Congress has
kept up its distinet party organization, and has
not failed to resort to the nightly caucus to car- |
ry ita measwmes. [ feel it to be a duty to my
countrymen to warn them of this, in the hope |
that hereafter the partisan may give way to the |
patriot.

And now, when all the patriot holds dear—
when the Government he has been taughtto ven.
erate and love, is threatened, and a free discus-
sion of their public acts proposed, | hear that
there are some who would prevent it by cries of
“traitor,” and threats of Fort Warren. Years |
ago, thegreat Northern statesman gave utterance |
1o the following sentiments, which | commend to
you:

" “lmportant as 1 deem it to diseuss, on alll
proper occasions, the policy of the weasures at
present pursued, it i still more important to main. |
tain the right of such discussion in its full and |
just extent. Sentiments lately sprung up, and
now growing popular, render it necessary o be |
explicit on this point. It is the sncient and con- |
stitutiona! right of this people to canvass publie |
measures, and the merits.of public men. 1t i= a
homebred right, a fireside privilege. It has ever |
been enjoyed in every house, cottage and cabin |
in the nation. It is not to be drawn into contro.
versy. It is ns undoubted as the right of breath-
ing the air and walking on the earth. Belonging

| to private life as a right, it belengs to publie life |

asa duty: and it is the Jast duty which those |
whose representative I am dhall find me to aban- |
don. This bhigh constitutional privilege I shall

defend and exercise within this House, and with-

out this House, and in all places, in time of war, |
in time of peace, and, at sll times. Living, I/
will assert it—dying, I will assert it; and should |
I leave no other legacy to my children, by the 1
blessing of God, I will leave them the inherit-
ance of free principles, and the example of a |

them.”

All my hopes for the su ion of the rebel-
lion and a restoration of the Union are based up-
on the intelligence and patriotism of the people.
The politicians made this war. It is their war.
w I Phillips tells you that he has been Iabor-
ing for wmineteen years to dissolve the Union,
Keitt says his whole public life has been directed
to the same end—theoune in the North, the other
iu the South—both have rode at see-saw on the

er o shoulder have stood the
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of traitor to the Government, uttered by partisaus
for party purposes.

What is really the policy of this majority part
in Congress? Who has assailed the P
and put him under the pressure he teils us is up-
on him, and is increasing? Who is clamorons
for a change of policy? "be Republican party.
Who says that the Union is dissolved; that the
seceded States are nol ouly out of this Unien, but
in another Government?

Senator Lape, of Kausas, in reply to a gues-
tion of Mr. Browning, on the 10th inst., said:

I do not like o be catechlsed. | say, In all kindness to
the Senator, that 1 laugh to scorn the bea of extending
constitational rights over a State and peuple who trumple
under foot that Uenstitution, and who are st war ls over-
throw that Constitation. The idea of Lhose States being
in the Unjon is, to me, ridiculous. The fact s, they are
ui only out of this Union, but in asother Government.
I have given vo weight, and | profess to give no wgight to
the Wdea that any one hss the claim of constilutional
rights in those States that are out of the Unlon, and Agiht-
ing agajost the Constitution and the Union.

In like manner speaks Semutor Harlan of

Iowa. He say=:

It has been muintained Ly all our jurists thet within

the Umits of any State of the Union tie Navional Con-
gress has uo constitutional asthority to interfere i the
regulation of the ustitutions that reiste emhdﬂi‘ to
the imurnal policy of its people—iliat the Natioual -
ernment way do whatever is necessary for our externsl
defense, (otenal , aud for the prowotion of the
general welfnre ; but that the people of each State must
be permitted (o be the exclasive jadge of the
¢ its own local laws, appiicable to its own people alone
—that ou all these sulfects this Goverument should not
interfere; should not impose 1t= opinions, nor suffer itsel
to be used ws an instrument in the band of the people of
any other State or States for Imposing their opintons and
views on the people of any othe: State, Nobody hes en-
tertained that opindon mwore honestly than | have, nor has
anybody been more snsjous to carry it out ju practice!
having, during my short public career, ever maintained
this dectrine, both in public and private, as well as hy
my votes in the Senate.
» Bal in my jadgment, this disabilicy has been removed,
and this brings me 1o consider the further sugpestion of
the Senator from Peunsylvania, and urged by other Sen-
ators. They mwaintained thet all the Stater that have
been in this Uulon are sl in the Cniov—that theoreti-
cally the Union has not been dissoived, that a State once
existing as a member of this Union, cannet, by any act
of its own people, be aumihilinted and oceare to be a mem-
ber of the Union—that ooce a State slways s State, or as
others have presented it, ““the | ing pever dies: the prince
is mlways in existence.” Well, sir, [ have anticipated in
past the snswer to this theury. The argument is super-
deial. It s the commmon law doctrine, applicable to rights
of persons and property in o State, that bas not died, and
cannat die.  Titles acquired under one prince aie not de-
stroyed by the existence of su interregnum. The rtitle
does terminate on account of the death of the granter,
but must be constraed to be a gract from his successor,
ubd thi= perpetaity of title is not to be terminstod even
during the perivd when there s Do prince. 5o far as the
holder of the franchise or the grantee under the prince is
conceried, the prince contol de; that is, the grant con-
tinues, the franchise o still good, the titde valid, though
the king be doad,

If a Swate Govermment wray be destroyed by the people
reslding within its own botundaries, we fnguire in the next
place 1T some of the States of this Uniou have oot bee:
destroyed. 17 these States have pol, in contemplation of
law and the Constitution, coased to exist, they are still
Staved, and [ States, they are elther in the Unlon or out
of the Uni' o as States.,

Now, what is a Blate? [Lis not, [ apprebend, the Tand
ont which a people may happen to live; nor i it the peo-
ple that may happen to lve on the land. 1t is such » le-
gaul organization of the peaple in one campact cotmmnit
4% will enable It to protect the rights of each and a
against all intruders, usually donominsted a government,
with such oficers as will enable it to voact laws and ad-
minister Justice, and hold fntercourse with other States
or nations. 1 inquire if, in South Carclina, there now ex-
fsts such a State! [f so,is it o the Union! Ifit ls a
State, still i the Union, whe & is s Governo:? where Is
its Legislature? where is its juciciary? If you recognize
it a5 a Siate, you mast recognize the organs threngh
whicl the people sct. You cannot clalmthat it is 2 Siate
because the land I8 thers on which the people live, nor
merely becavse there are poople liviag on the land, bat
it mtst be becagss there is such & politieal or civil organ-
fzation of that people as enables you te recognize their
éxistence through their officers—executive, legisiative
and Judicial.

Il you mdmil thet such & State exists within the lwmits
of SBouth Carolinag, | hambly submit that it is out of the
Unfoni. There is no Governar there whom you can recog-
nize s a Governor, there s uo Legisiature there that you
can appeal to as a Legistature, there are o Judges there
before whom your people can claim s trisl of thetr rights,
and whose adjudication you can recognize as valid.

If a people exist there without an Executive, without a
Lagislutuve, and without a Judiciary system which you
CaR recogmize, is it a State? 1 maintaln that it s not @
State; amd | thiok | s sustained in this conglusion by the
language of the Constitution issell. It sayx

“Toe Benators and Bepresentatives before mentioned,
and the members of the several Btate Legisisturcs, and
all exeéeative and Judicial officers, both of the United
States and of the several States, sball be bound by cath
or affirmation to sapport this Constitution, and the Judges
in every State shall be bound thereby, anything in the
Conssitution or Isws of any Siate to the cobirary pot-
withstanding.*'

Now, sir, | submit that there s po such Governor, that
there are no such judges in any one of the rebel Btates,
that their State organizstion bhas ceased 1o exist: it has
been obliterated by their own wicked peopie. You can no
longer recognize the people within these boundaries as a
State. You have no means of reaching them through
auy State organization; snd if there I3 no civil organizs-
tion through which you can resch them as the people of a
“tate, the State hasceased to exist,

I submmit, in the pext place, that the President, in ad-
ministering the laws in these rebel districts, has assumed
that no State Government exinte. [f Tennessee snd North
Caroliva are still States of the Union, what right had
your President 1o agpoint Governors for Lheir prople. I
these rebel districts are still States of the Union, what
constitutional right Las the President to proceed to -

ress an insurrection unles= requested to do so by he
f»g-iqhmrrs thereof, or, during their recess, by the Gov-
emors! Agaln, (f these districts are still States of the
Coion, whe: right has the President 1o commission the
officers of their militia called into the serviee of the Uni-
ted States, the Constitution expressly reserving the right
to appoint the officers (o the Statas respectively from
which they are calicd! Has pot the President treated the
people of these rebel districts, iu all these respects, pre-
ciscly us if they were Territories of the United States!
15 it possible for him (o sdoinister the laws of the United
States within their Hmits in any other manner?

It Is, therefore, manifest thal you are compelied in
your official sction to hald and govern them ss crganized
Territories, or 1o ackuowledge their independence. In
what, then, does any one of these rebel States $fer fram
Nebraska, from Washington, from Dakotah, from Colo-
rado, or auy pher Territory of the Union?

[o notbing whatever except the -naked pretense that a
State Guvernment olce existing can never cease to exist,
b violation of she historionl fact thal they have ceased,
and do cease 1o exist, rither through the madness of
their own people, or in consequence of the superior
strength of their enemies. Your President has elected to
cotisider the Stale Governmments within the old bounrda-
ries extinet. For sl practical purposes they are dewd.
All the State laws lie a5 a dead letter oo the siatute-
books, unless vou choose to revive them. But if you
huve power 1o revive them and | jve them vitality, you
may enact other laws, as you would ensct laws for any
other Territory. The people are citizens of the United
State:; they have a right to claim the protection of the
laws of the United States; and your President, with your
sanction, i proceeding to organize provislonal loeal gov.
eruments within the mits of those States as rapiliy as
they are overrun by your armies, It is true that Le ex-

s, abd we expect, that when this rebelbon vhall have
C::n suppressed, these people will re-organize their State
Governmenis, and become members of the Union. Bat
while this practical death coutinues, Congress und the
President are responsibie (ot the characier of their oivil
governments and their local institutions, as in any other
Territory of the United States.

In my opinion you have pot oniy the right to govern
the people of these rebel States as Territories, hut it bs
your duty to do so. And, moveover, that you can pever
suppress the rebelion in any other manner. Civilized
people cannot live with each other in lagpe vumbers with-
out a civil government. Property must be bought and
sold, wills muast be made, deaths will sovur, estates must
be sdmiuistered, marrisges must be solemnized. debis
wmust be collected, and criminals must be punished. 1If
you do not farnish them the necsssary logal means for
the transaction of al’ this business, even loyal men mutt
adopt the rebel Government. Every civilived community
soon Jearns that a bad governmoent s better than nove;
hence they will submilt to an llegitimate prinee to avoid
anarchy .

But §i yon have the right; and it is your duty Lo organ-
fze tempurary governments for thess districts as you do
for other Territories, you have the right to extend to
them ail general laws enacted for the people of the Ter-
ritories. You have the same discrotion in the one case
that you have in the oiher. A to these rebel States, you
are no lopger restrained by the Contitution from libera-
ting the slaves it the interesws of the country and the per-
petuity of the Undon require it.

11, as Senator Harlan says, these States, by
the uct of secession, have ceased to exist, I"hum-
bly submit that secesston is not & nullity. 1f the
Senator be rigbt, we are all wrong, and have been
wrong from the beginning. We have
upon the belief that po State eould secode, and
that all such ordinances were pullities. 1f nuili-
ties, they canuot be effectual for any purpose; if
they are legal, and were but the exercise 0f 4 le-
gul right,by what authority does Senator Harlan
seek their subjugation? fore he tock bis seat
as Senator, be gwore to & the Constitution.
If these States have 1o exist, it must bave
been by virtue of the exercise of some constitu.
tioua right secured to them, and if s0,how does be
reconcile what he to do with the oath be
bas taken? The 8 tor says that the President
has elected to consider the Siate Governments in
the seceded States extinct, therefare he, the




